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St. Clair Downtown Development Authority 
547 N. Carney Drive 

St. Clair, Michigan 48079-5214 

Telephone: 810-329-7121 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 7, 2016 

 

Re: City of St. Clair Downtown Housing Study 

 

The St. Clair Downtown Development Authority (St. Clair DDA) is requesting a study to 

define the housing market for downtown St. Clair. 

 

HISTORY 

The City of St. Clair can trace its beginning to the 1700’s, when an English trading post was 

established.  In the late 1960’s ten acres in the City’s historical downtown were rebuilt using 

Urban Renewal Project funds and replaced with a shopping mall.  The shopping mall was 

organized as a condominium with the unit owners sharing common areas. 

 

History has shown that this business model did not work for St. Clair.  In 2003 the St. Clair 

City Council created the St. Clair DDA whose mission is to revitalize downtown.  A Vision 

Plan was created in 2007 with participation from the downtown businesses, property owners, 

city council and community members. 

 

The Vision Plan identified a number of action steps that needed to be completed if the 

community’s vision for downtown was to be fulfilled.  In 2010 the City of St. Clair’s 

Planning Commission recommended, for council’s approval, a form based overlay district for 

downtown. 

 

Council approved the Downtown Redevelopment District, which added residential housing 

in the district.  Prior to the proposed Downtown Redevelopment District, residential housing 

was limited to a three story senior low-income project (60 1-bedroom units and 2 2-bedroom 

units); St. Clair’s population is approximately 5,400 people.  Since the overlay district was 

approved by council there has been no interest in any development in downtown St. Clair 

until recently.  Now developers are asking about the market for downtown housing. 
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OBJECTIVES 

There are several projects in downtown St. Clair currently being discussed and the East 

China School District Board has discussed closing two schools within walking distance of 

downtown, the community would like to see these buildings reused instead of torn down. The 

DDA would like the potential reuse of these schools as residential units to be included in this 

study. 

 

In the housing study the St. Clair DDA would like to see the following items addressed: 

 Where the potential renters and/or buyers for the new units will likely move from? 

 How many people will likely move into downtown St. Clair? 

 What are their housing preferences (rental or ownership, multi-family or single-

family)? 

 What are their alternatives in the community, St. Clair, Macomb and Sanilac 

Counties? 

 What will they pay to live in downtown St. Clair? 

 How quickly will they rent or purchase the new units (absorption forecasts)? 

 Funding sources that would be available to developers (for profit and non-profit 

developers)? 

 

REQUEST 

We are asking you to disclose why your firm is qualified to complete this engagement: 

 Explain how you would tackle this project: steps and a timeline; 

 Expected outcomes; 

 Your fees with a schedule of payments; 

 Previous downtown housing market engagements that are similar to St. Clair, with 

references and their contact information. 

 

We have scheduled two days (April 6 and April 7) to address your questions; please call 

Annette Sturdy (810-329-7121) to schedule your appointment.  The DDA reserves the right 

to modify its RFP after meeting with interested proposers.  All proposers participating in the 

interviews will be notified if there are any modifications. 

 

We need to have your proposals by Monday, April 18th at 4:00 pm.  They should be sent or 

delivered to Annette Sturdy, City Clerk, City of St. Clair, 547 N. Carney Dr., St. Clair, 

Michigan 48079-5214. 

 

Sincerely, 

St. Clair Downtown Development Authority 

 

 

 

Paul Wade 

Chairperson 

(248-762-0378)  


